An artist who turns
goose eggs into gold

One of Farha Sayeed’s egg art creations

VANDANA SEBASTIAN

gg art, though still
relatively unfamiliar
in India, saw its first

exhibition in the country by
artist Farha Sayeed at the In-
dia Habitat Centre last week.
Farha works with egg shells
and uses emu, ostritch, goose,
duck, turkey and hen eggs
and transforms them into
stunning, bejeweled works.
The eggs look extremely deli-
cate with the intricate carv-
ings, decoupage and paint-
ings that adorn their shells.
Though qualified with a
bachelors in English litera-
ture, Farha honed her inter-

estin art by pursuing various
arts courses during her vaca-
tions at school and college. In
spite of showing an aptitude
for charcoal sketching, silk
painting, aluminium foil
work, glass painting and
zardori work, Farha was en-
amored by an egg art exhibi-
tion she witnessed at Qatar 12
years ago, and chose to focus
on this art form.

“Egg art, to me, seemed
very different and I decided
to take it up because of it be-
ing relatively unheard of,”
says Farha. “I was interested
in canvas painting too, but
there are so many people who
do that. Egg art seemed exotic

because of its freshness.”

The process of creating an
egg art work is tedious. The
most complex step is pro-
curing the eggs. Farha im-
ports the eggs from domestic
farms around the world. The
eggs are then disinfected and
treated with liquid polymer
to strengthen their shells.

The risk posed with this
form of art is obvious: the
egg shell could break at any
moment. “If the shell breaks,
itis then treated asa damaged
work. When I initially started
out there was a heartbreaking
incident when after spending
a long time working on an
egg, it broke while I was plac-
ingitinitsstand,” says Farha.
“Luckily that doesn’t happen
anymore. Goose and ostrich
eggs are the hardest to work
on as goose eggs are extreme-
ly delicate and ostrich egg
shells are very tough. Carv-
ingis difficultin these cases.”
Being the wife of a diplomat,
she doesn’t get enough time
in the country. But when she
does eventually settle down,
her long term plan is to start
an egg art school. Farha’s
collection has some exquisite
pieces like an egg ring-holder
and an egg tea-set (made with
differently sized eggs), all that
were showcased at the Habi-
tat Centre. An interesting ex-
hibition.




